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letter we shall write at the end of the session. And beg you to 
accept our best wishes for your health and happiness. 

We are, dear sir, your obedient servants, 
WILLIAM H. CABELL, 

JOHN CAMM. 

To Capt. Joel Franklin, New Glasgow, Amherst county. 

SOME MINORS IN VIRGINIA. 

BY B. B. MINOR, LL. D. 

In the last issue of this magazine was published the first instalment 
of the history of the descendants of Minor Doodes, of which descendants 
the distinguished and revered John B. Minor, late professor of Law at 
the University of Virginia, was one. I have, by request, been favored 
with a communication from Dr. B. B. Minor, of Richmond (formerly 
editor of the Southern Literary Messenger), which gives interesting de- 
tails of his own family especially.-Editor. 

The MINERS and MINORS have been regarded by some as of dif- 
ferent stocks; the former being Northern and the latter South- 
ern. Mr. Orlin H. Miner (from New England), auditor of the 
State of Illinois, told me in Springfield that such was his belief, 
and that his family had always borne the name Miner. After- 
wards, in Jerseyville, Ill., his brother Samuel, a lawyer of good 
standing, told me the same thing; but he invited me to his office 
to examine some family documents appertaining, as he assured 
me, to his direct line of descent. It appeared that he had not 
attended to his own family relics, for one of them was plainly 
signed "Nathl Minor," and dated in early colonial times in Mas- 
sachusetts. Another was a commission for "Clarence Miner," of 
the same ilk, as a lieutenant of the minute men of Massachusetts, 
dated 3d July, 1776. 

One of these documents put me in correspondence with Mr. 
Sidney Miner, of New London, Conn., who was getting up a 
family genealogy and invited co-operation. Some memoranda 
were sent him, and I think he admitted that the two modes of 
spelling embraced the same blood. He is now dead; but his widow 
(second wife) is carrying on his work. His family came from 
Massachusetts and are still living on land which his ancestor ob- 
tained in the time of Charles I. 
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Some years ago, in Philadelphia, I examined a history of Litch- 
field, Conn., and found in it numerous Miners and Minors. I 
believe that the two modes of spelling are interchangeable. Very 
recently, in Detroit, Mich., my own name was misprinted. 

Mr. Sidney Miner was inclined to credit a tradition that the 
name Bullman was changed to Miner by Edward III., who, on 
his way to invade France in 1339, was aided by Henry Bullman 
from his own iron works, with two hundred fighting men armed 
with battle-axes made in his forges. The king changed his name 
and knighted him, and a battle-axe was placed on his coat of 
arms, of which an impression in wax was sent me. 

The high authority, Burke, shows that Myners and Mynors 
(spelt both ways) were in England from the days of the Norman 
conquest and Battle Abby. In Thomas Robson's British Herald, 
etc., eight families of Minor are mentioned, with their respective 
coats of arms, but mostly without any dates, which is a sign of 
their antiquity. 

Mr. Sidney Miner's more definite account is that Lieutenant 
Thomas Miner, born in England in 1608, came to Massachusetts 
in 1630, and from him the Miners (and Minors) are descended. 
He once wrote me that a Thomas Miner, of his family, had mi- 
grated to Virginia. The name Thomas has been in my family in 
Virginia for the past five generations. By her charter Virginia 
was to have a southern and a northern colony, and though these 
were not planted as was intended, there was from 1620 a northern 
colony which held intercourse with Virginia. She was in fact 
New England. 

Minor Doodes and Doodes Minor. 

Mr. Lucian Minor, who died whilst he was Professor of Law 
in venerable William and Mary, was the first one who told me 
about Doodes Minor, and Hening. He thought that he and I 
might be fifth or sixth cousins; but neither of us could prove it. 
I became acquainted with his brother Charles first, because he was 
a physician in Charlottesville whilst I was a student of the Uni- 
versity, and, whether he was of any kin to me or not, he was to 
my stepmother, and had also married her first cousin. All the 
Minors of Albemarle treated me very cordially. I afterwards be- 
came intimate with Dr. Charles' brothers, Lucian and John B., 
and also knew their sisters and brother Launcelot. 
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In 2 iening's Va. Stat. at Lar., p. 308 (Oct., 1673, 25th 
Charles II.), it was enacted that Minor Doodes, Doodes Minor 
and four others be naturalized, with all the privileges of natural 
born Englishmen. This was in pursuance of a general policy 
adopted by an act of a grand assembly holden at James Cittie, 20 
Sept., 1671, by which "any stranger desiring to make this coun- 
try the place of his constant residence might, upon petition and 
taking the oaths of allegiance, and supremacy, be admitted to 
naturalization." 

Afterwards, 3 Hening, p. 579 (Oct., 1675, 4th Anne), the nat- 
uralization of Minor Doodes, Doodes Minor and twenty-two 
others, was confirmed. Now this Minor Doodes was never a 
Minor. In November, 1665, he and his wife made a deed which 
they signed "Minor Doodes" and "Mary Doodes." His will is 
dated 13 Dec., 1677, twelve years later, and is signed by "Main- 
dort Doode." Col. R. L. Maury, one of his descendants, has 
shown me copies of both of these documents. His son bore the 
name "Doodes Minor," and the conjecture of some is that he 
(the son) preferred the family cognomen Minor and adopted it. 
A conjecture has occurred to me, that the worthy old sailor was 
once known as Meinheer, or Mindort, which became converted into 
English as "Minor Doodes," by which name he was twice natur- 
alized. It was not very long before the family had a "Minor 
Minor." When naturalized, Doodes Minor meant Doodes, the 
Less, or Younger. 

Mr. Minor Meriwether's Genealogy. 

This gentleman, of St. Louis, Mo., and formerly of Memphis, 
Tenn., has published a large work on the Minors and Meri- 
wethers. He is descended from Minor Doodes and glories in it, 
and well he may, for Doodes was a well-behaved, energetic sea- 
faring Hollander, made Virginia his home and amassed here a 
very comfortable estate. As at present advised, I do not claim 
from him. Whilst I have not learned how to deny facts, I have 
not learned how to make or force them. Mr. Meriwether men- 
tions a Thomas Minor, but said Thomas was born August, 1740, 
and married Mary Dabney. My great-grandfather Thomas 
Minor married Alice Thomas in March, 1742. But Mr. Meri- 
wether's genealogy of the children of Doodes Minor is not re- 
garded as complete. He does not mention my branch of the fam- 
ily, whose genealogy is as follows: 
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Ancestry of Dr. B. B. Minor. 
I. Benjamin Blake Minor, eldest child of Dr. Hubbard Taylor 

Minor and Jane Blake, born in Tappahannock, Va., 21 October, 
1818. Had two brothers, John Henry and Thomas, and two 
half-brothers, Oscar Crutchfield and Thomas Jefferson, all of 
whom died in infancy; had a half-sister, Mrs. Jane Blake Hart, 
now deceased. Educated in private schools, Bristol College, 
Pennsylvania, -University of Virginia and William and Mary. 
Married in Columbia, Tenn., 26 May, 1842, Virginia Maury Otey, 
born 5 Aug., 1822, eldest child of Rt. Rev. James H. Otey, D. D., 
and Eliza D. Pannill. B. B. M. and wife are still living in Rich- 
mond, Va. They have had eight sons and three daughters, viz.: 

1. Hervey Otey, born in Richmond, 19 Dec., 1843; died in 
Missouri 5 Jan., 1892. 

2. Hubbard Taylor, Jr., born near Spotsylvania Court-house, 
7 July, 1845; died in Wytheville, Va., 21 Aug., 1874. Married 
12 Dec., 1867, Annie Cazenove Lamar, of Savannah, Ga., who 
died 12 June, 1870. They left two children, (a) Harriet Caze- 
nove, born 13 Sept., 1868; married George Raymond Frost in 
Buffalo, N. Y., 29 July, 1898; (b) Benjamin Lamar,, born 8 
Jan., 1870. 

Hervey and Taylor Minor made very fine records in the Army 
and Navy of the Southern Confederacy. 

3. Benjamin Blake Minor, Jr., M. D., born in Columbia, Tenn., 
19 Oct., 1846, married Mollie Hutchinson, of Brenham, Texas, 
14 June, 1899. 

4. Leonidas Cob3s, born at Virginia Female Institute, in 
Staunton, Va., 21 Jan., 1848; died 14 Nov., 1859. 

5. William Pannill, born in Richmond 10 July, 1849, married 
in Leadville, Col., 2 Sept., 1889, Viola Simms. Have one child, 
Virginia Simms, born 3 Jan., 1892. Living in Salt Lake City, 
'Utah. 

6. Viola Virginia, born in Richmond, 10 Feb., 1851. 
7. Paul Hooker, born in Richmond 27 May, 1852; died in 

Memphis, Tenn., 13 July, 1899. 
8. Thomas Aldridge, born in Richmond 2 May, 1854; died in 

St. Louis, Mo., 2 Oct., 1876. 
9. Jane, born in Richmond 5 Jan., 1856. 
10. Washington, born in Richmond 17 Dec., 1859; died in 

Rhode Island 28 Oct., 1898. 
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11. Frances Ellen Jackson, born at the University of Missouri 
28 Aug., 1861. 

B. B. Minor has been lawyer, editor, teacher and professor. 
II. Hubbard Taylor Minor, M. D., son of Col. Thomas Minor, 

of Locust Grove, Spotsylvania county, Va., and Elizabeth Taylor, 
of Midway, Caroline county, Va., born 1 Aug., 1795, married 
Jane Blake, of Tappahannock, 2 Dec., 1817; she was born in 
1802 and died 29 Feb., 1824. He married (2) Malvina Crutch- 
field, of Spotsylvania county, 12 July, 1826. Their daughter, 
Jane Blake, born 7 Nov., 1830, married 1 June, 1848, William 
Timothy Hart, of Fredericksburg, born 20 Oct., 1822, died 30 
March, 1886. They had two solis and three daughters, but have 
lost them all. Mrs. Hart died in Atlanta, Ga., 16 Feb., 1900; 
interred in Fredericksburg, Va. Dr. H. T. Minor's other children 
are mentioned above. He died at his daughter's, in Fredericks- 
burg, 14 Oct., 1875, in the eighty-first year of his age. 

He returned from Essex to Spotsylvania in 1831, and became 
a farmer as well as physician. He was made a justice of the 
peace, and as such was once high sheriff of the county, which he 
also served, after the retirement of his brother-in-law, Speaker 
Crutchfield, in the Legislature for two sessions; but neither he 
nor his patients would consent for him to try it any longer. He 
practiced medicine for fifty years and then retired. He sold his 
land and invested in Confederate bonds; but retained a large 
and valuable body of slaves, who were liberated. He rendered a 
short military service during the war of 1812, for which he re- 
ceived a pension. He was a systematic and progressive farmer 
and was, as such, of good service to the county. He was driven 
from his home in Fredericksburg by the operations of the war, 
and his residence was occupied by the medical department of the 
Union army, who carried off some of his professional books; but 
most of them were returned after the war. 

(To be. Continued.) 

JAMESON FAMILY. 
(Continued from Vol. Ill., 199, and V., 90.) 

It is now time to conclude the article on this family begun 
some time back. It has been seen that the first of the name from 
whom a connected record is preserved was James Jameson, of 
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